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FOREWORD 
This Course Description outlines the authorized program for 
English, Grade Ten. It reflects the philosophy of the Department 
of Education on the teaching of English at this grade level and is 
provided for the purpose of giving direction to teachers and Boards 
in this subject area. 
We sincerely hope the document will be very helpful to all 
who use it. 
. ~ \ 'W1 \ ouJ-'--
H. w. House, M.H.A. 
Minister of Education 
August, 1978 
INTRODUCTION 
·It is obvious that students differ and programs intended 
to meet the needs of students will often vary from classroon 
to classroom, and even within a classroom. For this reason, 
this course description will not be entirely prescriptive. 
English is regarded not only as a subject for study but ·also as 
a process intimately related with and linked with personal 
growth and the need for communication. (English is students 
reading, writing, talking, responding, communicating, making 
contact, thinking.) 
The organization of an English curriculum relevant to 
students' needs and abilities is a continuing goal of teachers. 
Thus, different programs for pupils below, on, or above Grade 
Ten reading level are required. 
At the Grade Ten level, English is structured in terms of 
core (required) material and optional material. An option 
should be an extension of core material (eg. type or genre) 
studied for the purpose of enrichment. The grade ten English 
program design requires that: 
1. Every teacher· teach the complete English program 
to a class. 
2. An integrated approach to English be emphasized. 
3. A distinction be made between developmental 
reading which emphasizes skills, and literature 
which emphasizes appreciation, wide reading, 
and literary analysis. 
For the maximum effectiveness of this program, a working 
knowledge of the previous and subsequent programs is essential. 
An as s es s men t o f s tu den t s ' nee d s an d ab i 1 i t i e s. is., th ere f o re , 
the logical first step for determining relevant teaching. 
PHILOSOPHY 
Communication is the broad area in which English operates. 
Moreover, it is always in the language context that · ~ the skills 
of listening, speaking, thinking, reading, writing, and 
viewing are emphasized and learned. 
At the Grade Ten level, continuing unique and varied 
changes are reflected in the students' physical maturation as 
well as in their intellectual, social, and emotional development. 
While attempting to satisfy their own needs students need to be 
sensitive to the wishes and feelings of others, and to be 
rational and creative in arriving at conclusions, making 
decisions and following courses of action that meet the ex-
pectations of Society. 
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This program, therefore, should attempt to provide: 
1. An experiential and informational English curriculum 
with activities and projects (communication situations) 
requiring students to reason, speculate, plan, con-
sider theories, and make their own generalizations 
and hypotheses. 
2. A variety of group situations in using language to 
make sense of what they are learning and ~o give 
meaning to their own experiences. 
3. A working knowledge of various standards of ex-
• press ion. 
4. The continuous development of the skills needed in 
a complexity of experiences and communication situ-
ations. 
5. Opportunities for students through a wide variety of 
Literature to become familiar with the perceptions of 
recognized writers, past and present and thus develop 
a sense of what is worthwhile in literature and a 
deepening appreciation of their heritage. 
I. TO HELP STUDENTS FURTHER DEVELOP THE SKILLS ESSENTIAL FOR 
EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION AND TO INCREASE THEIR UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE LANGUAGE COMMUNICATION PROCESS. 
A. Thinking 
No part of the English program can be effective without 
the continuing development of thinking skills. 
Among·the skills to be developed are: 
- developing and maintaining basic thinking abilities 
- creative thinking abilities 
- logical thinking abilities 
-*handling multiple pieces of information 
-*applying logical perception to prose 
-*solving problems 
N.B. Those items marked with an asterisk * are items which 
are required for the first time in Grade Ten. Items 
so marked should receive special attention. Other 
items should be revised and retaught as necessary. 
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B. Listening and Speaking 
Listening and speaking are ongoing processes, that 
go hand in hand and should be treated together in 
interpersonal communication. Since they a~e vital 
to learning they must be emphasized as skills. 
(a) Listening 
Among the skills to be developed are: 
- selecting the main ideas for passages 
- following specific directions 
- enriching vocabulary by listening f .or 
precise words in reports, speeches~ and 
debates 
- evaluating reports, speeches and debates 
critically 
- distinguishing between statements in context 
and isolation 
- recognizing conventional patterns of organi-
zatio.n 
- listening for the speaker's purpose 
- distinguishing between fact and opinion 
- distinguishing between valid and false 
conclusions · 
- using vario9s media 
(b) Speaking 
Among the skills to be developed are: 
- answering questions - debating 
- convincing and persuading - chairing meetings 
- _public speaking - using ~arious media 
- giving reports 
C. Reading 
(a) Developmental Reading 
Among the skills to be developed are: 
- comprehension 
- interpretation 
-*analysis and evaluation 
(b) Remedial Reading (optional unit) 
In keeping with the developmental concept of 
reading, it is necessary to assess student 
needs and abilities at the beginning of Grade 
Ten. The selection of a suitable remedial 
program based on this assessment to meet . 
individual needs is the responsibility of the 
individual teacher. 
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D. Writing 
All writing should emphasize neatness, legibility and 
the conventions of organization. 
Among the skills to be developed are: 
(a) Letter Writing 
- business letters (order form letters, job 
application, other types of business 
letters) 
(b) Types of Writing 
(i) Exposition 
*(iii) 
E. Grammar 
- formal outline 
- clear statement and logical develop-
ment of the main idea 
- unity and coherence through editing 
and refining 
- definition 
- example 
- organizational patterns such as 
cause and effect and chronology 
- taking notes 
-*the book report 
Argumentation and Persuasion 
(tell why method, the reason for, 
conclusions) 
- defining 
- log~cal support 
- reasons and conclusions 
Introduction to the Research Report 
Among the skills to 
- selecting a topic 
be developed are: 
- outlining 
- using library resources - summarizing 
- note taking - bibliography 
Grammar is a description of how the language works. 
Such a description has its own terminology. Since 
grammar, writing, and speaking are interrelated, they 
should be taught in conjunction with one another. 
Among the skills to be developed are: 
- septence pattern 
- usage 
- phrases and clauses 
-*verbals 
-*tense usage 
-*stylistic devices such as parallel structure, 
figures of speech, emphasis, etc. 
- - ----·- -····-·- -·-·- .. ···-- -·-·- -
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F. Punctuation 
Our need for punctuation arises out of our under-
standing of the language process. Since good 
punctuation is necessary to the understanding of 
all writing, it should be taught and reviewed in all 
.grades from Grade Seven to Grade Eleven. 
Among the skills 
- capitalization 
- the comma 
- quotation marks 
G. Word Study 
(a) Spelling • 
to be developed are: 
- the use of end punctuation 
- the colon 
- apostrophe, etc. 
Students are to be helped to learn to spell 
accurately and confidently the words with 
which they experience difficulty. 
(b) Dictionary 
Teachers have a responsibility to continue 
to encourage and require dictionary use by 
the student. 
'(c) Vocabulary 
The meaning of words should be studied according 
to stru~tual meaning, contexual meaning, and 
grammatical function. 
(d) Thesarus 
, 
Students should be shown the value of using the 
thesarus in writing, since its use as a source of 
synonyms and antonyms helps the development of pre-
ciseness of language. 
H. Uses of Language 
At the Grade Ten level students should have opportunities 
for and training in: 
Language usage appropriate to a variety of subjects or 
situations 
- in using both formal and informal ~anguage 
- in organizing ideas in time and space sequence 
- in making statements with sufficient follow-up 
examples 
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Language usage appropriate to specific audiences 
- on a one to one basis with a peer 
- with a group of peers 
- with different individual adults (not only with 
teachers) 
- with specific groups of adults 
- with the general public 
Language usage appropriate to a variety of purposes 
- to get things done 
- to inform, record, report 
- to instruct 
- to 
- to 
- to 
- to 
make a request for assistance 
describe a scene or situation 
tell a story 
present feelings and ideas in poetry and 
prose • 
II. OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS THROUGH A WIDE VARIETY OF 
LITERATURE, TO BECOME FAMILIAR WITH THE PERCEPTIONS OF 
RECOGNIZED WRITERS PAST AND PRESENT, THUS DEVELOP A 
SENSE OF WHAT IS WORTHWHILE IN LITERATURE AND A DEEPENING 
APPRECIATION OF THEIR HERITAGE. 
Most of the literature read in Grade Ten will follow one or 
both broad areas of organization - thematic units and/or 
genre. One of the responsibilities of the Grade Ten teacher 
is to ensure that the students become aware of and 
appreciate ·i the literature of Newfoundland. Thus no matter 
what the approach, thematic or genre, representative pieces 
of Newfoundland literature must be included for study in 
the appropriate sections below: 
A. Prose 
(a) Short Story (minimum of 6 - 10) 
Among the concepts to be developed are: 
- theme 
- plot 
- characterization 
- points of view 
- subjective and objective approaches 
- types of irony 
- tone 
- foreshadowing 
- flashback 
- surprise ending 
- symbolism 
- unity 
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(b) The Novel 
At least two novels should be selected for in-
depth study at the Grade Ten level. The novels 
selected either comprise a formal unit of study 
or become part of some larger thematic 
arrangement. 
Concepts to be developed are: 
- plot 
- characterization 
- setting 
- conflict 
- theme 
- levels of interpretation (literal, 
moralistic, metaphorical, symbolic, etc. 
(c) The Essay (minimum 10) 
The study of the essay emphasizes the following: 
- content, what the essayist i has to say 
- the form and style used to present the ideas 
- the essayist's "conscience", personality, 
or point of view 
Among the types to be considered are: 
- familiar or personal essay 
-*book reviews or essays 
-*report 
-*article 
-*expository 
Among the methods of development to be con-
sidered are: 
-*organization and persuasion 
-*analogy 
- those methods peculiar to the type of essays 
studied 
B. Poetry (minimum of 15 poems) 
In Grade ten, students will be exposed to a wide range 
of poetry. Among the kinds to be included are: 
- narrative -*light verse 
- lvric - free verse 
-*blank · verse - the sonnet 
Among the poetic devices to be taught are: 
- figurative language 
- connotation and concept 
-*symbolism 
-*onamatapoea 
-*the couplet 
- imagery 
- rhythm and meter 
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-*extended simile and ·aetaphor 
-*cacophony 
-*the quatrain 
D. Drama (Minimum of two to four plays - one of 
which must be in five acts) 
Drama in Grade Ten should be taught both as 
literature and theatre. 
Among the concepts 
-*exposition 
-*complication 
-*crisis 
-*resolution 
-*act 
-*scene 
-*tragic relief 
to be taught are: 
-*episode 
-*transition 
- characterization 
- atmosphere 
- soliliquy 
- aside 
III. TO . PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS TO BE EXPOSED TO 
AND TO USE A VARIETY OF MEDIA. 
Media use should be interrelated with the entire English 
Program. Media emphasis in Grade Ten will focus on 
helping students use effectively the various media in 
their work, eg. tape recorder, slide tape presentation, etc. 
Among the areas where the use of media is most obvious are: 
- literature (through film, tape and T.V.) 
- listening 
- language work 
(There is an optional unit for the study of Media) 
IV. TO PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENT ENRICHMENT BY THE 
PROVISION OF OPTIONAL UNITS. 
Since the core must be the basis for the study of English, 
it is recommended that not more than two optional units 
be studied from options for those students who need it. 
Prose option 
Optional units have much flexibility in the method or 
organization. The selected prose genre can be studied 
as an in-depth unit. It could be spaced for study during 
the school year, and/or could coincide with thematic units. 
-· - ·- ···-·---- ---
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Poetry Option 
An optional unit in poetry allows thq student and teacher 
to pursue an in-depth study of a particular type, a parti-
cular author, a particular theme, etc. 
As with all genres, original writing by students should 
be encouraged. 
Drama Option 
As with other genres, the optional unit should be an in-
depth study of drama, the main aspect of which should be the 
production of a play. The play chosen should be 
limited to a one act play by a known author or one's own 
students. 
Media Option 
The chief emphasis is to approach literature (particularly 
poetry through film and tape, noting particularly 8 mm 
film, television and photography. Using the approach 
developed in "The Leaf Not the Tree" students will in-
crease in general skills of communication as well as media 
a•areness. General language skills, speaking and listening 
skills, literary skills, and cognitive reading and writing 
skills will receive emphasis. 
Creative Writing 
The purpose of this unit is to develop the creative writing 
powers of students beyond that which is possible through the 
regular emphasis on writing in core units. The writing of 
short stories, poetry, play, etc. should receive the main 
emphasis in this optional unit. 
Newf oundlandiana 
·This unit develops an in-depth appreciation of Newfoundland 
culture. The fact that students readily relate to Newfoundland 
songs, poems, ballads, stories, etc., can have an immediate 
impact in the areas of motivation and enjoyment. Through 
the unit students will develop an awareness and a knowledge 
of Newfoundland - its language, its people, its life, and 
its literature. 
Mythology 
This unit exposes students to the world of mythology, a world 
which can offer enrichment and perception of universal man. 
This is accomplished by noting: 
1. Some of the beginnings of mythology in antiquity-Greek 
myths. 
2. Selections from. world mythology through various cultures-
Norse, Indian, Eskimo, etc. 
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3. The influence of mythology on literature, and 
4. Some of its present day applications. 
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